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What Is the Amateur Radio
Foundation Licence?

The Amuteur Rudio Foundution Licence yives
everyone the opportunity to guin un understunding
of the busic technoloyy und operution of
Amauteur radios. After completion of u practicul
fest und g 20 yuestion multiple-choice puper, the
foundution licence yives you the opportunity to
operute 10 watt radios on a variety of bands.

Many radio clubs up und down the country run
the Foundution Licence course und u quick look
at the Rudio Society of Greut Brituin (RSGB)
website: www.rsgb.ory - will provide you with the
locution of your heurest club, us well us further
information on radio licenses.

The course is usudlly run over u weekend, which is
lony enhouyh o cover the syllabus comfortably.
Most of the trdining is practical and includes:

e How to set up un Amateur Rudio station
e How 1o operute your radio

e How to muke u cull

e How to complete u loy

Checking that you can do this sutisfuctorily is part
of the syllubus und euch item will be 'signed off'
us it is completed. There is a small amount of
theoreticul work, but only enough o uppreciute
things like which antenna or fuses fo use and how
to yet the best out of your stution. Sufety is un
importunt part of the traininy.

The course should lust u fotal of 10~12 hours. It
should be possible to complete it und come out
with your 'puss' certificute in u single weekend.
Some courses will be run over u few weeks,
perhups some eveninygs und u final day fo finish.
However it is run, you will be dble to sit a short
multiple choice written assessment ut the end of
the course und come uway with u puss
certificate which will get you your cdlisign.
Foundution licensees ure permitted to use
commercidlly munufuctured transmitters und kits

constructed in uccordunce with the supplied
instructions. Higher licences such us the
Intermediute and Full give the privilege of building
eyuipment fo your own designs, from magauzine
drficles, or modifying second hand commercidl
eyuipment. Ex-commercial equipment is often
sold ut radio rdllies for u small fraction of its original
cost und provides u very cheup way of yettinyg
ohn the air.

The Foundution Licence is infended to be u
‘sturter’ and most licensees will want to upgygrade to
the higher-grade licence. Extru freedom is un
incentive for the Foundution licensee to upyrade,
us dre the extra transmit power und extra
frequencies. Intermediute licensees may fransmit
ut up to 50 wutts of power, use fregquencies ubove
440MHz, and cun dlso send fast scun (hormal) TV
pictures. Full licensees may transmit up to 400
Watts, use the umuteur sutellites und may, in
certuin circumstances, apply for specidl
permission fo run even higher powers equipment
(e.y. for moon bounce or meteor scutter)

| have previously completed the course myself to
guin u greuter understunding of Amuteur Rudio.

| remember beinyg impressed by the pussion und
enthusiasm of my tutors who expluined radio
theory in un eusy, fun und straightforward way.
More importantly, it has provided me with a useful
insight info Amuteur Rudio.

There was u practicul element fo the course with
VHF aund HF operdtion, which | felt was very
entertuining. The course wus well luid out und
study hotes were provided; dlthough | did puay for
U course uccompuniment, the training course
handouts, aussessment and administration; dll of
which cume 1o d low price. It was extremely good
vulue becuuse you cun't put U price on the cost
of leurning skills und development.




So who should take the Foundation Course?

e Existing users - those who dulreudy have some
radio experience cun expund their knowledye
info what might become u hew hobby.

e Schools, uir cudets und uny other yroups who
might dlreudy have the opportunity to study from
tutors und cupitdins.

¢ Anybody between the ages of 5~90 who has
un inferest in science or enyineering.

If you ure interested in tukiny the foundution

course or would like more detuiils, visit the Rudio
Society of Greut Brituin welbsite:
(www.rsgb.org.uk)

s Lockyon, (M3INL)
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Go on have a go!
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