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WHY Use VHF RADIOS ON PERSONAL WATERCRAFT?

Legislative demands throughout the EU and a
positive stance by the Personal Water Craft (PWC)
community have meant that PWC users are
becoming better trained. Users are now taking their
RYA PWC cetlificate, learning First Aid and radio
protocol. At the same time VHF radios have
increasingly become better value for money with
waterproofing technology improving performance
under the strenuous demands of the personal
watercraft hobby:.

So why should a PWC user purchase a VHF radio? Dom Coleman from
Dorset Marine Training, based in Poole, who provide a range of safety =~ marine VHF radios.
courses for PWC and powerboats, gave reasons why users should

purchase a VHF radio For more information about Dors

www.dorsetmarinetraining
Dom says, 'We feel that as personal watercraft users, we all have an

obligation to other water users whether they are using our own vessel
or somebody else’s. Safety should be the paramount consideration for
us, our family and other vessels. So that is why we always carry radios.’
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He added, "We use VHF radios for a number of reasons. We use them to  email

let everyone know where we are, what we are doing, at what time we

are going to be on the water and what time we are going to be back.

We use radios to communicate from instructor to instructor. Wea '

radio in case of breakdowns or to call for assistance when we se

stranded vessel. Radios are also useful for listening to info| ma

relating to traffic movements in harbours and can be used to

communicate with these large vessels to let them know

that we are near and that we are training. The coastgl

weather forecasts and navigational warnings, broad.

intervals for all coastal areas, all around the col

invaluable for coastal cruising.’
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